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‘““the right of opposition candidates and
workers to engage in campaigning free of
harassment, discrimination, and intimida-
tion”’;

Whereas the Election Observation Mission
of the Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)
found that, while the parliamentary elec-
tions in 2005 generally complied with most of
the OSCE commitments and other inter-
national standards, ‘‘they fell short of some
that are central to a genuinely competitive
election process’, in particular ‘‘campaign
conditions and access to media’’, confirming
the ‘‘negative trends already noted in the
2003 local elections’;

Whereas the Election Observation Mission
found that the local elections held in June
2007 in Moldova were generally well adminis-
tered but ‘‘fell short of a number of OSCE
commitments central to a competitive elec-
toral process,’”” in particular by not fully re-
specting ‘‘the right of citizens to seek public
office and equitable media access’’;

Whereas Freedom House, a non-profit, non-
partisan organization working to advance
the expansion of freedom, again in 2008 des-
ignated the political environment of
Moldova as only ‘‘partly free’’;

Whereas political liberties and civil rights
are key indicators of eligibility for support
from the Millennium Challenge Corporation,
an entity of the United States Government,
which is now considering a sizeable grant for
the economic and political development of
Moldova; and

Whereas recent actions by entities of the
Government of Moldova raise serious ques-
tions about the readiness of the Government
of Moldova to break free from the unfortu-
nate patterns established in the elections in
2003, 2005, and 2007 and to create the cam-
paign conditions and access to media re-
quired for truly free and fair elections: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms the strong, mutually bene-
ficial relationship that exists between the
United States Government and the Govern-
ment of Moldova;

(2) recognizes that the development of a
genuinely democratic political system in
Moldova is a precondition for the full inte-
gration of Moldova into the Western commu-
nity of nations and the provision of assist-
ance necessary to attain such integration;

(3) urges the Government of Moldova to
meet its commitments to the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Europe, es-
pecially in respect to the conduct of elec-
tions, by guaranteeing—

(A) unimpeded access by all parties and
candidates to public print, radio, television,
and Internet media on a nondiscriminatory
basis;

(B) the ability of independent media to
cover campaigns on an unrestricted basis;

(C) the right of opposition candidates and
workers to engage in campaigning free of
harassment, discrimination, and intimida-
tion; and

(D) adequate means for citizens of Moldova
residing abroad to cast their ballots; and

(4) in light of the steps taken by the Gov-
ernment of Moldova, pledges the continued
support of the United States Government for
the establishment in Moldova of a fully free
and democratic system, the creation of a
prosperous market economy, and the as-
sumption by Moldova of its rightful place as
a full and equal member of the Western com-
munity of democracies.

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, today I
submit a resolution urging the Govern-
ment of Moldova to ensure a fair and
democratic election process for the up-
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coming parliamentary elections
April 5, 2009.

Since independence in 1991, Moldova
has made notable progress in estab-
lishing a democratic political system
and a free market economy. However,
the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, OSCE, has re-
ported that recent rounds of par-
liamentary elections have fallen short
on a number of international election
standards.

In 2005, the Senate passed a Resolu-
tion expressing our support for demo-
cratic reform in Moldova and urging
the Government of Moldova to ensure
unimpeded access by all parties and
candidates to all media outlets in the
run-up to the 2005 parliamentary elec-
tions. While the OSCE found that the
2005 elections generally complied with
international standards, it found that
‘“‘campaign conditions and access to
media’” fell short of these standards.
The OSCE reported similar cir-
cumstances following the 2007 par-
liamentary elections, including a lack
of ‘‘equitable media access’ among the
candidates.

This Resolution re-affirms the United
States Senate’s support for political re-
form and fair democratic processes
with our partners in Moldova. It urges
the Government of Moldova to recog-
nize the importance of guaranteeing all
election candidates equitable access to
media outlets in Moldova for the April
2009 elections. This will be an impor-
tant consideration for receiving a Com-
pact from the Millennium Challenge
Corporation and for Moldova’s full in-
tegration as a member of the Western
community of democracies.

I ask my colleagues to support this
resolution.

on

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 8—EXPRESSING SUPPORT
FOR CHILDREN’S DENTAL
HEALTH MONTH AND HONORING
THE MEMORY OF DEAMONTE
DRIVER

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Ms. MIKULSKI,
and Mr. BINGAMAN) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. CoN. RES. 8

Whereas several national dental organiza-
tions have observed February 2009 as Chil-
dren’s Dental Health Month;

Whereas Deamonte Driver, a 12-year-old
Marylander, died on February 25, 2007, of
complications resulting from untreated
tooth decay;

Whereas the passing of Deamonte Driver
has led to increased awareness nationwide
about the importance of access to high-qual-
ity, affordable preventative care and treat-
ment for dental problems;

Whereas the primary purpose of Children’s
Dental Health Month is to educate parents,
children, and the public about the impor-
tance and value of oral health;

Whereas Children’s Dental Health Month
showcases the overwhelmingly preventable
nature of tooth decay and highlights the fact
that tooth decay is on the rise among the
youngest children in the Nation;
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Whereas Children’s Dental Health Month
educates the public about the treatment of
childhood dental caries, cleft-palate, oral fa-
cial trauma, and oral cancer through public
service announcements, seminars, briefings,
and the pro bono initiatives of practitioners
and academic dental institutions;

Whereas Children’s Dental Health Month
was created to raise awareness about the im-
portance of oral health; and

Whereas Children’s Dental Health Month is
an opportunity for the public and health pro-
fessionals to take action to prevent child-
hood dental problems and improve access to
high-quality dental care: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress ex-
presses support for Children’s Dental Health
Month and honors the life of Deamonte Driv-
er.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 573. Mr. DEMINT submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 160, to provide the District of Colum-
bia a voting seat and the State of Utah an
additional seat in the House of Representa-
tives.; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 574. Mr. KYL proposed an amendment
to the bill S. 160, supra.

SA 575. Mr. ENSIGN (for himself, Mr.
VITTER, Mr. COBURN, Mr. DEMINT, Mr. BURR,
Mr. WICKER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. ENZI,
Mr. CHAMBLISS , Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. CORKER, Mr.
MARTINEZ, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. GRAHAM, and
Mr. ROBERTS) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 160, supra.

SA 576. Mr. COBURN (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) proposed an amendment to amend-
ment SA 575 proposed by Mr. ENSIGN (for
himself, Mr. VITTER, Mr. COBURN, Mr.
DEMINT, Mr. BURR, Mr. WICKER, Mr. THUNE,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. RISCH, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
BENNETT, Mr. ENzI, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. CraPO, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. CORKER, Mr. MARTINEZ, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. ROBERTS)
to the bill S. 160, supra.

SA 577. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 160, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 578. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 160, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 579. Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr.
VITTER, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
COBURN, Mr. DEMINT, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. BEN-
NETT, Mr. ENZI, Mr. RISCH, Mr. CRAPO, and
Mr. WEBB) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 160, supra.

SA 580. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 160, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 581. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 160, supra.

SA 582. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 160, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 583. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 160, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 584. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 160, supra; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 585. Mr. KYL proposed an amendment
to the bill S. 160, supra.
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